China stroke drug
holds promise

What makes NeuroAid a
one-of-its-kind drug for
stroke recovery? To under-

physiology of a stroke, says
David Picard, the CEQ and
co-founder of Moleac, a Sin-

gapore-based w:[{nr d.

“What happens
stroke is that brain cells
dis. In an ischaemic stroke,
the blood stops Dowing into
an area of the brain, and
hence the cells die. In a
haemorraghic stroke, the
Eaﬂs aral:;nd'.:rnad in the

leeding 8.

“If you look at the brain
on MRI after a stroke, you
would see three different ar-
eas in the brain: dead cells,
healthy cells, and some
calls which are in-between,
in the !ml‘uﬂadihu

In the first phase of re-
covery, the neuroprotection
phase, the cells in the grey
area are gither going to sur-
vive or die, he explains. As
some cells tend to recover,
this impacts the physical re-
covery of the patients.

These Improvements
are usually seen in the first
few days after the stroke,
and probably not more
than 10 days after the onset
of stroke,

“In the second phase of

ty phase, when the damage
in the brain Is done, one
has to create new circuits of
information to substitute

After all, brain fmpair-
ment resulis in ne -
cal deficits, leading to

loss of functional and soclal

es, largely involves physi-
cal, occupational and
spooch therapy - where pa-
tients are stimulated to roc-

mation”. Focused, repeti-
tive practice is the same
kind of practice used by all
people when they learn a
new skill.
"Our brain has the ca-
pacity to reorganise our

ries' experimental stroke
treatment failed in May
while AstraZeneca’s stroke
d:-ug NXY-059 flopped in

Tl.m pharmoeological
drugs which exist and are

But NeuroAid, sold as
an over-the-counter Chi-
nese proprietory medicine
here, is seen as supporting
neuroplasticity mecha-
nisms, so that patients re-

gain independent
(- - speech and move-
NeuroAid ment fastor.
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cuits. When this happens in m'"“",:w mekeh, says Mr

the brain, this process is
called neuroplasticity,
which is a longer process of

But so far, in Western

* pact at the

Picard. However, in order
Eﬂr NeuroAid to be system-
o stroke
E.uunumhrmustmh
the hnspl'r.al sotting,
a clini-
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1,100 patients within 48

hours after a stroke.

“The trial is axpected to
end in 2009. It's an
umrmhnl:nﬂudn'g’ﬂm-ﬂ
stages
stroke, and we want to
find out if it should be a sys-
tematic treatment in hospi-
tals,” says Mr Picard.

Herbal remedy: Newrodid contains 14 ingredients, the key ones being danshen
(belonging to a specific species of sage) and huanggi. or radix astragali, also a root

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 Campang out - or sailing?
(5,6)
9 Ammnimnacti\gm
10 Number recehe poor retum
and become dejected (5)
11 Is the first murder victim a
gil? (§) |

12 Struggles to maintain faith
in the past (8)

13 Oriental vessel is a mile in
length (6)

15 Picture may take a goalkeep-

Ia::erhial-r . longer

, No a

stud (8)

19 Dangerous to fly, use horse
and trap (&)
21 He may give you an
call (8}

23 There's your hidden error (6}
26 Sprays of flowers (5)
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znﬁatmeﬂ-asslmuu-
5 in class (8.3)

1 Oid city faatures ragded chil-

dren (7)
2 Sort of ead mother will fol-
low in principle (5)
Kick up a fuss, as Adam and
Eve had to do (5,4)
A grate not fully dosed (4)
They're old soldiers entering
wrong events (B)
More than one team takes
part (5)
7 Security i lifted in the store
m

bl
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20 It's a fixed sort of charge (7)

22 Famous composer? Hear,
hear {5)

24 Provide some point to a joke
{5)

25 He floated a company to
avoid bguidation (4)
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